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. | The BWA in Person 

. No other person, living or dead, has been so 
* dosely identified with the Baptist World Alliance 
' as Dr. James H. Rushbrooke of London, England. 
| In more ways than one, he was the BWA in person. 

- He came into the forefront of Alliance affairs 

> in 1920, when the famous London conferer.ce of 


1} board officials from the major Societies and the 


: European Baptist leaders met together with the 


) Executive Committee of the BWA. Here he and 
* and the Rev. Charles A. Brooks of New York 


| presented a report on the tour of investigation 
made during May-July that year on a 6,400-mile 


4 is journey throughout Europe. 


At this meeting Dr. Rushbrooke was appointed 


) Baptist Commissioner for Euro je, and from then 
1) on until his death early in 1947, he gave all his 


> powers to the service of our international Baptist 
fellowship. A remarkable relief effort followed. 
A new era of Baptist international co-operation 
> set in. 

Early in 1924 Dr. Rushbrooke succeeded Dr. 
_ J. H. Shakespeare of London as Eastern secretary. 
At the fourth Congress (Toronto 1928) the new 
» position of a general secretary was created, and 
' Dr. Rushbrooke was elected, the first salaried 
) full-time officer of the Alliance. 

-  Atthe sixth Congress (Atlanta 1939) he retired, 
’ but was at once elected president of the Alliance, 
‘and he continued to give all his time to its in- 
terests. He died about six months before the 


‘ ; Copenhagen meeting (1947) where he was to 


> have presided. 

_ During the years of his secretaryship he showed 
|) gifts of Christian statesmanship hard to match, 
and he became known throughout the world, es- 
pecially as an exponent and protagonist of reli- 


|} gious liberty. 


The stirring story of his life has been told in 
+ a brief, but well-written biography by Dr. Ernest 


. 7 A. Payne, entitled James Henry Rushbrooke, A 
| |) Baptist Greatheart, and published by the Carey 


Kingsgate Press, London (5 shillings). 

It is to be hoped that all our Baptist book con- 
cerns will procure copies and help by the sale of 
this volume to preserve among our people the 
memory of the great man to whom every Baptist 


' is indebted. 
A.T.O. 
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Office Deluged with Congress Registrations 


With February 21 as the original final date for 
registration for the Jubilee Congress, the head- 
quarters office of the Baptist World Alliance in 
Washington is receiving up to 230 registrations a 
day from the United States. (All Baptists out- 
side continental U.S.A. are registering at the 
London office.) The total number received to date 
(February 24) in Washington is 2,500. The deci- 
sion of the London committee on arrangements 
as to the possible extension of the deadline for a 
month has not been made. 

In processing these registrations, it is apparent 
that approximately half of the Americans who 
will take part in the Jubilee are women. A con- 
siderable number of the registrations are for sons 
and daughters of pastors and their wives who 
will make up family groups at the Congress. 
Another distinctive group are the older teen-agers 
who will travel as Baptist youth groups to England 
and the continent. 

No word has been received from the London 
BWA office as to total registration at deadline. 

Secretary Arnold T. Ohrn is confident that the 
Nordic countries of Europe will be represented by 
800 Baptists, and Germany by 600. More than 
a month before registration deadline, 23 registra- 
tions had been received from Spain. “We have 
indications,” he said, “that Hungary and Russia 
will be represented at the Jubilee Congress.” 
Liberia, West Africa, which has never before been 
represented at a Congress is sending three this 
year. Australia and New Zealand will have at 
least 500. Unquestionably the attendance at the 
ninth world gathering of Baptists will break all 
records for Baptist Congresses held outside the 


United States. 
Asia 
Assam 


The fifth session of the Council of Baptist 
Churches of Assam and Manipur brought together 
100 delegates and missionaries in the northeastern 
section of India. A new constitution was adopted, 
under which the greater share of the responsibility 
for carrying on mission work is vested in the 
hands of national Baptists rather than missionaries. 

American Baptists, encouraged by Adoniram 
Judson, entered Assam in 1836 and established a 








mission center at Sadiya, on the upper Brahma- 
putra River. A chain of thirteen stations has 
since been developed along the river, with 1,768 
churches, 556 schools, six hospitals, and seven 
dispensaries. The Baptist ministry of evangelism, 
education and healing conducted by the Assam 
Mission’s 57 missionaries is extended into an 
area where 12,000,000 people live. Nagas, Garos, 
and other tribesmen, formerly head-hunters, have 
now become partially evangelized, and 130,000 
of them are members of Baptist churches. 

The Baptist General Conference of America 
(formerly Swedish Baptists) also conducts mis- 
sions in Assam. 

Recent disastrous floods have put thousands of 
square miles under water, and destroyed the homes 
of thousands of people, some of whom lost their 
lives. Sadiya is now the channel of the Dibang 
River. Through the aid of Church World Service, 
the missionaries have been able to distribute 
powdered milk and vitamin tablets to supplement 
relief rations of rice. Writes Missionary Maxwell 
Chance, “When one considers the poverty, illit- 
eracy, and factions in the land, and compounds 
these with floods, droughts, earthquakes and 
pestilence, one can only marvel at the progress 
the nation of India is making in spite of it all.” 


Burma 

Nation, English-language paper in Rangoon, 
Burma, recently editorialized missionaries in the 
following words: 

“This country has been singularly fortunate in 
its missionaries, and owes them a deep debt of 
gratitude. Judson gave us our Burmese dictionary. 
Hanson, who was largely instrumental in develop- 
ing Kachin-Roman script, produced our Kachin 
dictionary. . . . These are only a few of the 
giants, but there have been hundreds of others 
less distinguished who devoted their lives to medi- 
cine and education and who deserve to be better 
known. | .. To deny entrance or residence to 
such men as these is to cut off the nose to spite 
the face. . . . It has been the policy of several 
missions—notably the Baptist and Methodist—to 
make their institutions self-supporting. The Chris- 
tian Karen Church is so already and the Kachins 
are well on the way toward self-administration. 
. . - Those who speak of a rising opinion against 
missionaries are not men who have devoted their 
lives to curing and teaching people.” 


Formosa 

In spite of headlines in metropolitan news- 
papers, and the rumor of invasion, Southern Bap- 
tist missionaries on Formosa continue to work 
and report their activities are undisturbed by the 
battles on the outer islands near by. Opportuni- 
ties for missionary service were never better. 

The 11 Baptist churches and 23 chapels are 
served by six missionary and two national pastors. 
The seminary at Taipei will graduate a class of 
20 this spring. There are 30 Baptist missionaries. 


Europe 
Great Britain 

A tribute to loyal supporters of foreign missions 
was paid by A. S. Clement in The Baptist Times 
when he said, “William Carey has had his coy. 
rageous successors: Andrew Fuller, too, has had 
his faithful followers. They have, often at grea 
cost, held on to the rope.” 

He mentioned Robert Arthington, the Leeds 
millionaire. “Shabbily dressed, living frugally in 
a not too well furnished house, he was thought 
by some of his friends to be slightly mad, and by 
many to be a miser. And a miser he was in one 
sense. But he was storing up his gold to make 
possible the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ 
in lands where never missionary before had ven. 
tured.” As a result, new work was launched in 
India and China, and he made possible a series 
of mission stations along a thousand miles of the 
Belgian Congo. 

Mr. Clement also cites a grocer in a small ip. | 
dustrial town of England who lived simply and 
gave generously. On one occasion after an appeal 
was made for the Baptist Missionary Society, he 
took out a check book and fountain pen, wrote 
out a check for £1,000 and passed it up to the 
chairman. He made a large contribution every 
year, and when he died the Society received a 
good part of his estate. 

In a Midland county town, a woman who sold 
vegetables, jam and pickles in a stall in the 
market left an estate valued at £16,000, a large 
part of which she willed to the Society. 

“Giving in secret” is a practice which many 
benefactors follow to the letter. Most conspicuous 
of these gifts was the mysterious brown paper 
parcels, each containing £1,000 in bank notes, 
which arrived at the Mission House from time to 
time by ordinary post. 

Self-sacrifice is evident in the gifts of many | 
humble men and women. The late William 
Henry Pritchard of Bangor gave to the BMS from 
the proceeds of the sale of baskets he made. 
Blind, deaf and dumb from the age of twelve, an 
inmate of an institution, he gave especially for the 
benefit of persons for whom he could pray—nis- 
sionaries or converts overseas in some special need. 
As Mr. Clement described him, “Though deal, 
he could hear the cry of need; though blind, he 
could see to the end of the earth; though dumb 
he could, through others, preach the Gospel; con: | 
fined physically to a world of silence and dark- 
ness, his spirit was able to travel abroad; himself 
dependent on the care of others, he was com: 
passionate and loving toward those whose spiritual 
needs were so great.” ; 


Latin America 


OO 





Colombia 
The Colombian Baptist Convention held its 
fourth annual session in Barranquilla January 1l- 
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| but fortunately escaped unharmed. 





14, with evangelistic services each evening in the 
four Baptist churches of the city. Victor C. 
Martinez was elected president for the third time. 


The sixteen churches of the convention sent 58 
messengers to the meeting. Each church gives 
a tenth of its income as the minimum contribution 
to the denominational program. The convention 
decided to add to the all-inclusive Cooperative 
Program a promoter of evangelism, a promoter of 
stewardship, and a committee to promote religious 


education. The Home Mission Board of the 


| Colombian Convention assists two small churches, 


and laid plans for a long-range project. The 
Colombian Foreign Mission Board is saving its 
receipts to be ready for the appointment of the 
frst foreign mission volunteer from the churches. 


Costa Rica 


The Costa Rican Baptist Convention held its 
annual meeting February 8-11 in San José, with 
six Baptist churches represented and two new 
churches accepted for membership. The total 
membership of the eight churches is 433, with 
seven ordained pastors, six pastors not yet quali- 
fied for ordination, and two missionary couples 
from the Southern Baptist Convention, USA. 


President Adolfo Robleto was re-elected. He 
reports that the recent political and military dis- 
turbance in Costa Rica, which lasted three weeks, 
did not seriously affect the churches. “In the 
city of Heredia,” he writes, “our Baptist church 
was holding a revival when the pastor was put in 
prison and the services were called off. The 
impression we got was that the local priest had 
used his influence with the local military com- 
mander to stop the meetings, but two days later 
they let us continue the revival and the blessings 
of the Lord were poured out upon the church.” 

In a small town, Los Chiles, near the frontier 
of Nicaragua, a seminary student who had arrived 
to conduct a week’s revival was out with the 
local pastor when an attack broke, and the student 
and pastor were caught between the cross-fire, 
“The local 
officer of the government, himself a faithful Bap- 
tist,” according to Senor Robleto, “attended the 
preaching service, accompanied by another officer 
friend of his. That night the newcomer accepted 
Christ as Saviour. The next day he was shot in 
battle, and died immediately. Several of our 
Baptists went to the battlefront and they had 
opportunity to witness for the Lord before their 
fellow soldiers.” 


North America 


American Baptist Convention 


To keep the “Ship of the State-less” sailing 
until every known-eligible Baptist refugee is re- 





settled, American Baptists have sef a goal of 1,000 
job-home assurances by December 31, 1956. 

Refugee resettlement channels of communica- 
tion are being established in all state conventions 
and city societies as rapidly as possible. The 
program is being carried on in cooperation with 
the BWA relief and refugee work. 





Charles Thomas Le Quesne, Q.C., Eastern 
treasurer of the Baptist World Alliance since 1939, 
passed away in London on November 22 at the 
age of sixty-nine. 


January, 1955.) 


(See THe Baptist Wortp for 


* Mr. Le Quesne was 
not only a_ prominent 
barrister (“‘Queen’s 
Counsel”); he was a 
splendid Christian 
leader. “Mr. Le Quesne 
was a Baptist by con- 
viction and without qual- 
ification. He cham- 
pioned his beliefs with 
a deep sense of respon- 
sibility and with a de- 
termination and _ sincer- 
ity that won him the 
regard even of those who differed from him.” 
Thus wrote Dr. E. A. Payne after his passing. 
“He was a most faithful church member and 
deacon. For over forty years he served on the 
Council and Executive of Regent Park’s College. 
For twenty-seven years he was a member of the 
Baptist Union Council and became President of 
the Union in 1946.” 

Mr. Le Quesne married Miss Eileen Pearce 
Gould, daughter of the famous surgeon Sir Alfred 
Pearce Gould. They had four sons and a daugh- 
ter. 

His successor as Eastern BWA treasurer will 
be elected by the Baptist World Alliance in July. 

A.T.O. 





The key to resettlement is the job-home assur- 
ance. An American citizen may sign on his own 
behalf, on behalf of a local church or other group, 
or on behalf of a non-citizen. It must be certified 
by a local minister or other agency representative, 
and the job offer must be approved by the local 
office of the employment service. Under this plan, 
the refugee will enter the United States with the 
assurance of a job, a home, and a sponsoring 
individual or group. The local community will 
have a chance to prepare for him in advance, 
since the heart of the program will be located, 
not in national agencies but in local communities 
all across the nation. 

Sixty job-home assurances had been given in 
nine of the thirty-six American Baptist Conven- 
tion states by February 2, 1955. 








The New Year’s Honours list of Great Britain 
announced the Rev. Dr. Hugh Martin, Baptist 
minister, has been appointed a “Companion of 
Honour.” The official citation stated that the dis- 
tinction was conferred for services to the Free 
Church Federal Council, of which Dr. Martin was 
moderator during the year of the Coronation, 
1953, and to the British Council of Churches. 


A young French Baptist, Jean Tanguy, was 
recently commended by the French government 
for his work in promoting temperance. Nearly 
all French Baptists, from the beginning of their 
history, have been total abstainers. 


The Port-au-Prince (Haiti) Baptist Church has 
celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Rev. 
Ruben Marc’s pastorate, with appropriate cere- 
mony. The American, French, and British am- 
bassadors and numerous Haitian officials were 
present. The church has grown from 100 to 3,000 
members and from six to fifty outstations; and two 
capacity-attendance services are held in the new 
house of worship each Sunday morning. 


The 84th Congress of the U.S.A. has 62 Bap- 
tists among its 530 members in the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Senate. 


Southern Baptist (USA) Cooperative Program 
receipts passed the million mark in a one-month 
period for the third time in the Convention’s 
history. The gifts received during January 
totaled $1,088,063. 


The American Baptist Convention reports 
that 35 applications for visas for missionaries to 
India were made between January 1, 1953 and 
January 1, 1955; 23 were granted and 12 refused 
because “necessity of visit had not been estab- 
lished.” Appointments for service in India will 
continue to be made to fill vacancies in mission 
staff. 


British young Baptists attending an interna- 
tional youth conference at Zurich heard an ap- 
peal from Miss Hilda Lehocki of Novi Sad, Yugo- 
slavia, for Bibles. Subsequently they shipped 32 
Bibles, 130 New Testaments, and 560 Gospels 
to Novi Sad, and received a letter of acknowledg- 
ment and appreciation. 


Only 219 women attended the first BWA Con- 
gress. Now organized for fellowship and service 
under the auspices of the Alliance, they will make 
up about one-half of the attendance at the ninth 
world Congress. 


The new edifice of the First Baptist Church, 
Washington, D. C., the oldest Baptist church in 
the nation’s capital, will have memorial windows 
honoring great Baptist personalities. Two of 
these will be Booker T. Washington and George 
Washington Carver, Negro Americans. 


Evangelists Charlie and Laurie Taylor, who 
conducted six crusades in Australia, seven in 


the United States and one in Canada in 19 
have completed 35 years together in this type 
Christian ministry. 


The Council of the European Baptist }jj, 
sionary Society met at Zurich January 13-14 a 
heard their missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Maury 
Farelly, report on a visit to the field where i}, 
new Society will work in the North Camerooy 
Africa. In this part of the country are no Chr 
tians of any kind. The Yugoslav Baptist Unin 
has joined the European Society. 


Baptists of Missouri have launched a driv 
against a bill before the state legislature whic 
would permit parochial school children to rik 
on public school buses. Two years ago the Mi 
souri Supreme Court ruled that public funds coulj 
not be used for schools operated by religious 
ganizations. 


To celebrate their centennial, the Baptists (i 
Queensland, Australia, have adopted a goal , 
1,000 new members during 1955. 


The Egyptian minister of education hy 
granted permission for the Baptist school at Gan, 
Near East, to continue, and has urged that it 
expanded. Missionary in charge, Mrs. J. T. Mc 
Rae, reports 160,000 children below the age ¢ 
fifteen among the Arab refugees of the Gaza strip 


A round-the-world mission tour is to be cor- 
ducted by Dr. Ralph Johnson (son of Dr. C. Osea 
Johnson of the BWA) and Mrs. Johnson durin; 
June and July, with the Jubilee Congress as th 
climax. The itinerary includes Japan, the Philip 
pines, Hong Kong, Thailand, Assam and othe 
parts of India, the Near East, Europe and England. 


Korean missionaries will no longer enjoy U. | 
Army post office privileges (A.P.O. addresses) 
after March 31. The Baptist Mission Headquat| 
ters address is 55 5-Ka Choong Moo Ro, Seoul, 
Korea, but relief parcels should be sent. to Rev. 
Rex Ray, P. O. Box 35, Pusan, Korea. 


Billy Graham’s Glasgow evangelistic campaigi, 
being promoted as the “Tell Scotland” movement, 
begins March 21. On April 4 he will addres 
2,000 soldiers at Redford Barracks, Edinburgh; 
from April 20-25, by telephone hookup his me 
sages will be heard in three Edinburgh churches 
and from April 26-30 in the city’s largest audi 
torium, Usher Hall. 


Two Baptist workers of the American Bible 
Society have recently been promoted to full se 
retaries: Dr. Eugene A. Nida, one of the world’ 


foremost linguists, will supervise and direct all 


versions of the Scriptures published by the Se 
ciety; and the Rev. Paul A. Collyer, former mis 
sionary to China and internee in the Philippines 
will direct the Society’s work in Latin Americ 
and Europe. Dr. Collyer addressed the Baptis! 
world congress at Cleveland. 





